ALAN LOMAX AND THE 1938
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"FOLK-SONG EXPEDITION

Alan Lomax's work documenting
the music and lore of the rural
American South is well-known, but
few are familiar with the folklife
survey he made in the Upper
Midwest in 1938. Under the
auspices of the Library of
Congress, he traveled in Michigan
and Wisconsin for three months,
recording (on 250 acetate discs
and eight reels of film) a
staggering wealth of material —
French-Canadian and maritime
ballads; bawdy lumberjack songs;
Delta blues in Detroit; lyric pieces
of Serbian, German, and
Lithuanian origin; dance tunes
played by Finnish accordionists
and Native fiddlers, among much
else.

Michigan-I-O: Alan Lomax and the
1938 Library of Congress Folk-Song
Expedition is an introduction to
Lomax’s remarkable journey, and
serves as an audio accompaniment

to the recently released iBook of
the same name. Written by Todd
Harvey (curator of the Lomax
Collection at the Library of
Congress’ American Folklife
Center), and a collaboration
between the Library and the Dust-
to-Digital label, this innovative e-
publication celebrates the 1938
field-trip with a compelling
narrative illustrated with original
ephemera, audio and video clips,
excerpts from field notes, and
telegrams. Taken as a whole, these
releases provide fascinating
insights into both the region that
Lomax called “the most fertile
source” of American folklore, and
the man who would become
America’s most famous folklorist.
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